Th e QFC's new twin judicial bodies are intended to serve two broad purposes. Firstly, to increase confi dence in the QFC by having both an independent court and appeals process to adjudicate on matters and review judgments. Secondly, to aid in Qatar's development as a regional economic and fi nancial hub by providing an internationally respected dispute resolution system in the Gulf. Presently, many contractual disputes in the region, particularly in the commercial sphere, (2) of 2009 provides that both bodies have the same "fi nancial and administrative independence" from the State and other QFC bodies as enjoyed by the QFC Regulatory Authority. In performing their duties, judges of both the Court and Tribunal are expressly given "legal independence".
Th e Court has two circuits: First Instance, and Appellate, each of which consist of three judges.
Th e jurisdiction of the First Instance Circuit covers civil and commercial disputes involving the QFC (for example, disputes between the QFC and its employees, and disputes between diff erent entities within the QFC). In the absence of a contrary agreement between the parties that identifi es a diff erent legal jurisdiction or dispute resolution mechanism, the Court also has jurisdiction over any civil and commercial disputes involving a QFC licensed body, regardless of whether or not the other party to the dispute belongs to the QFC.
Specifi cally, the First Instance Circuit will hear civil and commercial disputes that arise: a. from transactions, contracts, arrangements or "incidences" taking place in or through the QFC between entities established in the QFC.
